
Approval to accept and execute a Subaward Agreement with the Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science to support the Department of Public Health’s participation in the California 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome Research Program’s ¡Tú 
vales!: An Human Immunodeficiency Virus Testing Campaign for Latino Day Laborers Project and 
delegate authority to accept additional funding as determined by the grantor, The Regents of the 
University of California.

SUBJECT

March 16, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT AND EXECUTE A SUBAWARD FROM THE CHARLES R. DREW 
UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CALIFORNIA HIV/AIDS 

RESEARCH PROGRAM
(First, Second, Third, and Fourth Districts) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and execute Subaward Agreement Number 09-10-FG-G0033600-LACDPH (Exhibit I) from 
the Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science (CDU) for the period of January 1, 2010 
through March 31, 2010, to support the DPH Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemiology 
Program’s participation in the ¡Tú vales!: An HIV Testing Campaign for Latino Day Laborers Project 
(¡Tú vales!) effective January 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010, in the amount of $9,852.

2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute future grant 
awards and/or amendments through the project term ending September 30, 2011 from CDU that are 
consistent with the requirements of Subaward Agreement Number 09-10-FG-GOO33600-LACDPH 
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that provide for additional funding for ¡Tú vales! as determined by The Regents of the University of 
California (The Regents) and CDU; and/or provide for an increase or decrease in funding up to 30 
percent of each year’s base award amount, subject to review and approval by County Counsel, and 
the Chief Executive Office, and notification to your Board.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will allow the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program to accept funds 
from CDU, to be reimbursed for the services provided to assist CDU with conducting ¡Tú vales! 
throughout Los Angeles County, effective January 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010, and will allow 
DPH to accept forthcoming grant awards and any related amendments through the project term 
ending September 30, 2011. The objective of this study is to increase HIV testing and engagement 
of HIV prevention services of those reporting high risk activities among Latino male immigrant day 
laborers (Day Laborers) in Los Angeles County.

A recent study found that Day Laborers engaging in risk behaviors, such as having sex with men, did 
not access HIV testing services.  However, increasing HIV testing among Day Laborers may not 
solely be a function of offering the HIV test to them.  Unique ways of offering HIV testing may be 
required in order to increase HIV testing.  Some Latino men involved in high risk behaviors have 
been found to be more likely to choose to get tested for HIV when the HIV test is “bundled” with other 
tests compared to when it is offered by itself.  

The specific aims of this study are:  1) to determine if a “bundled” HIV testing protocol directed at 
Day Laborers results in more immigrants accessing HIV testing compared to an HIV-only testing 
protocol; and 2) to determine if a “bundled” HIV testing protocol results in more men engaging in HIV 
prevention services among those involved in high risk activities compared to when an HIV-only 
testing protocol is used.  The “bundled” HIV testing protocol will include tests or screeners for 
Syphilis, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, alcohol problems, drug dependence, depression, and HIV.  
Individuals in the HIV-bundled protocol will be tested for HIV and will be able to choose to be tested 
for all or some of the other conditions.

The ¡Tú vales! project will recruit participants from areas within Los Angeles County which have a 
higher concentration of male Latino AIDS cases.    Therefore, participants will be recruited from 
Service Planning Areas (SPAs) 4, 6, 7, and 8 of Supervisorial Districts 1 through 4 of Los Angeles 
County, as these areas are home to 73.9% of all male Latino AIDS cases identified between 2004 
and 2007.  SPAs 1, 2, 3 (Supervisorial District 5), and SPA 5 (Supervisorial Districts 2 and 3) will not 
be utilized for ¡Tú vales! as the concentration of male Latino AIDS cases is less when compared to 
the other SPAs.

A total of 800 participants will be recruited from the above identified SPA’s,  with one-half being 
recruited for the HIV-testing only protocol and the other half for the HIV-bundled protocol.  Once all 
day labor sites in these SPAs are identified, they will be visited at randomly selected times and 15% 
of individuals who are present upon arrival will be sampled.  These participants will be administered 
a short screening questionnaire to assess HIV-related high risk behaviors.

This Subaward Agreement will enable DPH HIV Epidemiology Program staff to assist CDU in: 1) 
ensuring that scientific integrity is maintained in selecting participants by providing expertise in 
determining the sampling methodology and selecting participants; 2) conducting data analysis; and 
3) interpreting the final study results so that more effective and appropriate HIV testing programs can 
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be developed for the county’s Day Laborer population.  
 
The DPH HIV Epidemiology Program routinely conducts epidemiological research among groups at 
high risk for HIV acquisition and transmission in Los Angeles County.  These grant funds will help 
support the cost of one existing Chief Epidemiologist/Principal Investigator who’s time will be partially 
spent assisting with the program.  The Chief Epidemiologist/Principal Investigator will be a 
collaborating investigator, ensure that  the project is in compliance with the study protocol, contribute 
to both qualitative and quantitative components of the project, participate in project team meetings, 
and participate in writing  papers and presentations of the research findings at scientific and 
community conferences. 

The results of this study will be presented to the Los Angeles County Prevention Planning 
Commission to guide the development of HIV testing programs for Day Laborers.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

These recommended Board actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County 
Strategic Plan by increasing HIV testing and a greater engagement within HIV prevention services of 
those reporting high risk activities among Day Laborers in Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this proposed action, DPH will receive $9,852 from CDU for the period of April 1, 2009 
through March 31, 2010, to help offset the cost of one existing Chief Epidemiologist/Principal 
Investigator.  Funding is included in DPH’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2009-10 Final Adopted Budget, and will 
be included in future FYs, as necessary.

There is no net County cost associated with this action.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The State of California Legislature has requested that The Regents establish and administer a 
program supporting research on AIDS and has appropriated funds for the administration of the 
California HIV/AIDS Research Program (CHRP).  This project reflects one of the studies.

On May 21, 2009, The Regents executed Prime Award Agreement No. CR08-DREW-481 with CDU 
to conduct ¡Tú vales!.   

On December 18, 2009, DPH received a notice of subaward from CDU, and initiated action to accept 
the funds including this Board letter.  DPH’s participation in this project began January 1, 2010, and 
acceptance of these funds will reimburse DPH for participation costs through March 31, 2010.  

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)
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Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept grant funds from CDU and will 
provide DPH with an opportunity to be reimbursed for participation in ¡Tú vales! to evaluate more 
effective and appropriate HIV testing programs which can be developed for the county’s Day Laborer 
population.

Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:srp

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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